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Never before has experience in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe under communism (and in the 
quarter century since) been more relevant to what is going on now in the West.  This talk, by social 
anthropologist and public policy professor Janine R. Wedel, explores parallels between communist 
and post-communist eastern Europe and Western democracies today.  Whether at issue is the dearth 
of trust in public institutions, governance by power cliques and informality, the “gig” economy, or 
the turn to parody in response to the formulaic nature of mainstream media, the study of communist 
society and politics in practice has stunning contemporary implications.   
 

Contact Tel: 01-7083984 Email: anthropology.office@nuim.ie  
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/anthropology/anthropology-seminar  
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